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The Elbe Campaign  
An alternative history based on the miniatures campaign  

replayed by the Northern Conspiracy game club. 
 

“Chance favors the prepared mind.”  Louis Pasteur 
 
Players 
 
Army Commanders: 
Country Player Representing 
France Dave Bostwick Napoleon 
France Bob Oullette Marshal/Army of the Elbe CinC* 
France Robert Rousse Marshal/Army of the Elster CinC* 
Prussia Leo Murphy Field Marshal Blucher 
Russia Allan Wright General Wittgenstein 
Russia Byron Champlin Prince Bernadotte, Army of the North CinC* 
Austria George Zanni Prince Schwartzenburg 
* Appointed during the war. 
 
Wing Commanders: 

French Austrian Prussian Russian 
Bob Oullette Dave Mesquita Phil Hammond Greg Symko 
Robert Rousse Mike Coppinger Leo Murphy Allan Wright 
Kevin Kane   Byron Champlin 
Pete Sablock    
Mark Decoteau    
Andrew Simpson    
Dave Bostwick    
 
 

The Armies 
 Russia Austria Prussia Allies France % of Allied 

Infantry 110,000 105,000 108,000 323,000 224,000 69% 
Cavalry 30,500 20,000 13,000 63,000 45,000 71% 
Artillery 414 276 396 1,086 888 82% 
 
Prussian Initial Deployment: 
The Prussians started equally divided between Brandenburg and Berlin.  Their Swedish allies were at 
Magdeburg just to the west.   
 

French Initial Deployment: 
The French army started the campaign spread out along a central line 140 miles long running from Weimar 
in the west to Dresden in the east.  
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The Campaign area map – courtesy of Dave Bostwick 
 
The Battles in the North 
The Prussians moved quickly and boldly.  Half of the army moved due south to block the most direct route 
to Berlin.  The other half reached out to the west and southwest, casting a net to catch any French columns 
advancing into Prussia. 
 
Detaching forces to guard Leipzig, Dresden and Koeningstein Napoleon turned the rest of his army north 
with Berlin clearly in his sights.  
 
The two armies racing toward each other meant that the Prussians would face the bulk of the French Army 
before either the Russians or Austrian could come to their aid. 
 
The Battle of Luckenwalde - 3 August 1813 
General Rousse's 2nd wing of 44,000 first encountered 67,000 Prussians under the command of General 
Murphy at the town of Luckenwalde and fought the first of several important battles in this area. The 
Prussians are hampered by difficult terrain and a river to their back.  Total Prussian casualties, killed, 
captured and wounded number 3,000.  French Casualties were 2,500. 
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Luckenwalde environs 
 
The Battle of Todtenhavel Bridge – 5 August 
also known as the Second Battle of Luckenwalde 
 
For the second t ime in as many days France and Prussia have crossed swords.  Only hours after the sound 
of the guns faded from their battle at Luckenwalde battle was joined again.  On this day two separate 
battles were fought, one at Treuenbrietzen and another at the Todtenhavel bridge between Luckenwalde 
and Jueterbog. 
 
At first light General Kleist's (George Zanni) 1st Prussian Corps found itself in bivouac near the village of 
Butzbach. Butzbach is 3 miles west of Luckenwalde on the Luckenwalde to Treuenbrietzen road, a minor 
local highway. 
 
The Prussians immediately broke camp, divided into two columns and marched east to Luckenwalde and 
southeast to the Todtenhavel bridge.   
 
Opposing the Prussians in this area was General Bertrand (Robert Rousse) and the French IV Corps.  
During the previous evening the French had left their campsites near Luckenwalde and moved south to the 
east side of the Havel River placing this formidable terrain feature between them and their enemy. 
 
The Prussians outnumbered the French by better than 2 to 1 in all arms; infantry, cavalry and artillery.  The 
Prussian commander was very confident of victory.  At about noon one Prussian division was opposite the 
town of Luckenwalde and its bridge leading across the Havel river.  This Prussian division seemed to have 
no offensive intentions and was likely positioned there to contest any French moving west of the river. 
 
At this same time three Prussian divisions had arrived at the south end of the Todtenhavel Bridge and 
launched a headlong assault into the French division assigned to protect this approach.  The French 
Commander of this sector of the battlefield had cleverly deployed his main battle line so as to be out of 
range of the superior Prussian guns across the river. 
 
The Prussian infantry advanced across the river in a great disorganized mass of 10,000 muskets without 
artillery or cavalry support.  Their opposing French counterpart enjoyed both. In the space of one hour fully 
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75% of the Prussian southern assault column had been scattered by French bayonet attacks augmented by 
cavalry charges and close range artillery fire.   
 
The Prussian commander pulled his weary regiments back out of range of a French counter-attack and 
ordered a general retreat.  General Bertrand chose not to follow up his signal victory. 
 
French casualties are estimated at 1,000 men and 6 guns destroyed.  Prussian casualties were in the vicinity 
of 3,500 men and a dozen guns.  One of the circumstances that worked to keep Prussian casualties low in 
spite of their complete defeat was that almost all of the units in the main attack force routed and in their 
disorganized state became unreliable as assault troops.  This forced the Prussian commander to call off any 
further attacks. 
 
When XIII Corps and the French Imperial Guard arrived on the scene at Luckenwalde after the Battle of 
Todtenhavel Bridge the stage was set for the important 3rd Battle of Luckenwalde (see below). 
 
The Battle of Treuenbrietzen – 5 August 
 
At the start of the campaign Prussian General Hammond’s wing moved south.  The wing’s 2nd Corps 
detached its cavalry division and marched it two days distant from the rest of the corps to reconnoiter an 
important river crossing to the west.  The remaining formations moved directly south arriving at 
Treuenbrietzen. This placed the infantry of General Hammond’s wing due west of General Rousse’s French 
army that was facing the other Prussian wing at Luckenwalde.  The Prussian CinC devised a plan to hold 
Rousse’s  French before him while General Hammond marched his infantry to hit them in the flank. 
 
On August 4th both Prussian 1st Corps and 2nd Corps formed up to create this flank attack force.  They were 
to march from Treuenbrietzen to Luckenwalde by the minor local highway.  But, 50,000 men on one small 
road made even smaller by passing through 4 miles of the Jueterbog forest left 2nd Corps spending much of 
the day waiting for 1st Corps to clear and give them space on the road.  Finally 2nd Corps started off to the 
east following the Prussian 1st  Corps.  But, before their rear elements had left Treuenbrietzen French 
cavalry in force was reported just 5 miles to the southwest.  Prussian 2nd Corps was ordered to hurriedly 
return to their original positions around Treuenbrietzen.  
 
During the evening both forces aligned themselves for the coming battle.  The Prussian commander, 
General Yorck (Phil Hammond) chose a position in the middle of broad open farmland northeast of 
Treuenbrietzen.  The Prussian general deployed in a broad convex semi-circle with all of his troops 
committed to the front line.  The Prussian commander chose to wait and see what the French commander 
had in store for him before making any grand tactical movement.  The French took this opportunity to seize 
the initiative. 
 
The French force consisted of X and XI corps supported by one heavy cavalry division with attached horse 
artillery.  This is the wing commanded by General Sablock.  (General Bostwick filled in for General 
Sablock on this day.) 
 
The French enjoyed two advantages on this field of battle.  First of all, they outnumbered their opponents 
by a ratio of approximately 3 to 2.  And secondly they had cavalry available.  The effectiveness of three 
combat arms together is much greater than the sum of their individual capabilities. Unfortunately for the 
Prussian commander, he had no mounted arm available. 
 
The  French moved deliberately to encircle the stationary Prussians.  First they swept through 
Treuenbrietzen and cut the Prussians off from their primary line of communication along the main road to 
Pottsdam.  Then they extended a second pincer across the minor road to Jueterbog and Luckenwalde. 
 
Over the next several hours the French completed their encirclement and increased the pressure on the 
trapped Prussians.  As darkness fell the final few cohesive Prussian units were scattered by the French and 
the Prussian 2nd Corps ceased to exist as a fighting force. 
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Prussian casualties at 15,000 were roughly three times that of the French. 
 
The Third Battle of Luckenwalde – 7 August 
 
General Oullette, senior French officer on the field for the first part of the battle, devised a plan drawing on 
Napoleon’s "Battle of the Central Position."  His plan was to push up the west bank of the river and 
establish a beachhead over which General Rousse’s IV Corps could pass.  Then turn that portion of the 
field over to IV Corps and concentrate the Young Guard in the center.  Their attack would then cut the 
Prussian army in two after which he would hold Prussian I Corps and II Corps at bay while crushing III 
Corps and the Prussian Guard against the Trebbin Forest. 
 
The Prussian Commander, General von Murphy, planned to hold the front line with I Corps and III Corps 
while holding the Prussian Guard and 7th Division of II Corps in reserve.  He would force the French to 
expend their offensive efforts against solid defensive lines well supported by artillery and cavalry. 
 
The battle commenced with a French attack up the west bank of the South Branch of the Havel river from 
south to north by the French Young Guard Corps.  General Zanni’s Prussians fought very well, giving 
ground grudgingly.   The initial attack was successful and elements of the IV Corps began to move across 
the Luckenwalde bridge to join the Young Guard near the town.  However, Prussian III Corps 
counterattacked and drove the Young Guard back.  They then hit the disordered lead regiment of the 
French IV Corps and shattered it.  However, the Prussian counter attack was unsupported elsewhere along 
the line and the Young Guard was able to reestablish their forward line and let the IV Corps recommence 
their river crossing. 
 
The Young Guard pressed the Prussian III Corps’ line back north of the town of Luckenwalde.  Yet, a 
battalion of Prussian Fusiliers held onto the town for 3 more hours inflicting 1,500 casualties before 
succumbing.  Having captured Luckenwalde the French established a line anchored by the river on their 
right, the town in the center and a narrow wood line that ran along the road on their left.   Once the new line 
was established General Rousse’s IV Corps began crossing the river allowing the Young Guard elements to 
begin relocating to the center. 
 
Meanwhile across the field on the Prussian right General Hammond’s I Corps attacked and drove back the 
French left flank.  XIII Corps and 5th Cavalry Corps of General Decoteau’s wing held the left of the French 
line.  XIII Corps artillery later supported by the Guard artillery pounded the front line Prussian infantry 
around the village of Butzbach.  General Hammond conducted several well conceived and consequently 
successful local attacks.  Two of the attacks left the French 5th Cavalry Corps in ruins. 
 
Midway through the afternoon the Prussian CinC was carried from the field unconscious and overall 
command passed to General Hammond.  Coincidentally, just then Napoleon arrived to take command of 
the French.  Napoleon modified the French plan to include a threat to the Prussian right flank by the Guard 
Cavalry corps.  Over the next two hours French forces maneuvered to place the Young Guard Corps in the 
French center with IV Corps holding the right flank and the Guard Cavalry far beyond the Prussian right. 
 
General Hammond found himself in a very dangerous position.  Enemy cavalry was moving into his rear 
area and his entire right wing was in danger of being isolated as the French Young Guard and Grand 
Battery pressed forward into the center.  He ordered General von Symkovich, commanding the Prussian 
Guard, to attack.  Their onslaught was ferocious and the Young Guard front line took heavy casualties and 
were forced back beyond the Grand Battery.  As the Prussian Guard reformed their lines amid the clearing 
musket smoke they looked southward into the muzzles of more than 100 heavy guns.  The result of the 
following cannonade was devastating to the Prussian Guard and before long their shattered remnants were 
attempting to reform a mile to the rear. 
 
As darkness fell Prussian III Corps and the remains of the Guard Corps abandoned the field and moved off 
to the north through the Trebbin Forest.  Prussian I Corps formed a defensive perimeter astride the main 
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road that leads through Thyrow to Berlin.   Prussian I Corps cavalry had suffered enormous casualties 
during the battle and were unable to keep the thousands of French Guard cavalry at bay.  Consequently, 
Prussian I Corps' attempt to delay the French pursuit was only marginally effective.  
 
Prussia Capitulates - 7 August 
After several battles and as many losses the Prussians were forced to capitulate.  Much of the Prussian army 
had been destroyed during the campaign but the two commands that remained battle worthy, the 3rd and 4th 
Corps were detailed to form the new Prussian Expeditionary Force.   
 
The Prussian Expeditionary Force took to the field in support of Napoleon’s continuing war against Austria 
and Russia.   
 
The War in the South 
 
Austria 
The Austrians started with their forces evenly divided into two wings.  The western-most wing, was closest 
to the enemy by 100 miles.  It was initially located at Thieresienstadt.  Austria's eastern wing  under 
General von Coppinger started  far to the east at Freihrit. 
 
The western wing commander started the campaign by marching his Light Corps from Thieresienstadt 
cross-country into the mountains where the Elbe passes through to the north. Once there they found no 
passage and were forced to counter-march back to the south. General Mesquita took command and called 
up the rest of  his columns from Thieresienstadt and ordered them to reunite at the town of Aussic.  He then 
moved across the Elbe toward the mountain passes leading to Koenigstein, Dresden and Chemnitz.  
 
General von Coppinger's wing marched more than 100 miles from their bivouac in the east and arrived at 
the Elbe River crossing at Teschen after 5 days of hard marching. They then crossed the Elbe and closed up 
behind General Mesquita's wing on the main road that runs along the southern foothills of the Erz Gebirge 
mountain range. By 7 August the Austrian Army was closed up and well concentrated along the main road 
just south of the Erz Gebirge mountain range. 
 

France, the Southern Army 
The Southern French Army was comprised of General Oullette’s 1st Wing and General Kane’s 3rd Wing.  
Approximately 40,000 infantry, 8,000 cavalry and 200 guns. 
 
Napoleon charged General Oullette with defense of the southern sector around Dresden and Koenigstein. 
General Oullette moved quickly to occupy the various mountain passes.  Even with the swarming activity 
of the French 1st and 3rd Cavalry Corps August 6 dawned with the Sebastianberg mountain pass undefended 
and the Kulm/Dittersdorf pass held by cavalry only.  For the entire first week of August the southern 
approaches to Dresden and Koenigstein dominated the southern French forces attention.  Austria was 
clearly considered the primary threat.   
 
Russian Army Initial Deployment 
The start of the campaign found the allies’ most potent force, the Russian army, quite far off to the east.  It 
took seven days of marching and careful reconnaissance to reach the forward positions of the French army.  
Russian Cossacks made Russia’s first contact with the enemy on 7 August, the day Prussia capitulated. 
 
Russian Army Reorganization 
After the collapse of Prussia the Allied monarchs decided that they needed a force to fill the void in the 
north created by the elimination of the Prussian army.  The Russian army was split into two separate field 
armies.  The Army of the North under the command of Prince Bernadotte (Byron Champlin) and the Army 
of the East under the Command of General Wittgenstein (Allan Wright). 
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The Swedish army originally stationed at Magdeburg was withdrawn and transported to Glogau after the 
collapse of Prussia.  Command of the Swedes passed to Phil Hammond at that time. 
 
Russia and Austria Strike 
In the area south of Dresden General Oullette with General Kane had eight corps (6 of infantry and 2 of 
cavalry) at their disposal to counter the Austrian and Russian threats.  General Oullette’s plan was to give 
up the strong defensive positions in the mountains in favor of concentrating his forces for a decisive blow.  
He decided to allow lead elements of the Austrian army to push through the mountains,  cut them off and 
destroy them before the rest of the Austrians could come up.   
 
However, the Austrians advanced in force through two mountain passes and arrayed close to 90,000 men 
within supporting distance of each other north of the mountains.  Their plan was to push quickly up the 
road to Chemnitz and ultimately Leipzig. 
 
Napoleon, General Oullette and Marshal Kane decided that General Coppinger’s Austrian Wing was more 
vulnerable to attack than General Mesquita’s Austrian wing.  In fact, it was more vulnerable because 
unknown to the French it had detached the 4th Armeekorps to protect Thieresienstadt.  
 
General Oullette’s three corps had been moving westward to interpose themselves between the Austrians 
and Leipzig.  He considered moving to Chemnitz and opposing the Austrians as they moved northward.  
But, Napoleon cautioned that destruction of the enemy’s army was the main French objective not the 
defense of any geographical locations.  He further assured Generals Oullette and Kane that other French 
elements were available to secure Leipzig.   
 
The Battle of Freidburg – 9 August  
Freed from the responsibility of protecting the approaches to Leipzig or manning the defenses of Dresden 
the wings of General Oullette and Marshal Kane coordinated their movements and fell on General 
Coppinger’s Austrian wing as it approached Freiburg.  As the Battle of Freidburg opened General 
Mesquita’s Austrian wing passed 12 miles to the west as it marched resolutely north to Chemnitz. 
 
General Coppinger posted his Light Korps on the left flank amid difficult terrain to guard against any 
attempt by the French to get astride his lines of communication.  For the first several hours this was the 
scene of the fiercest fighting.  The Austrians on this flank under General Wright frustrated Marshal 
Oullette’s French in every attempt.  Opposite the rest of the Austrian line the French applied little pressure 
because they did not want these troops to fall back to safety.  The plan worked and late in the morning 
Marshal Kane’s wing arrived and drove hard into the Austrian flank and rear destroying any semblance of 
organization in the Austrian ranks.  Under direction of the Austrian CinC General Coppinger had held a 
cavalry reserve strongly supported by horse artillery and this allowed the rest of the wing to fall back and 
reform. 
 
In possibly the most impressive display of coordinated maneuver of the war The Battle of Friedburg had 
the French converging on General Coppinger’s weakened wing from the front and back and dealing it a 
severe blow while suffering very few casualties in return. 
 
Dresden and Koenigstein - 12 August 
Russia’s contact with French cavalry northeast of Koeningstein on 7 August jolted the Russian and 
Austrian high command.  Each sent an army corps off to deal with the perceived threat only to learn that 
the French cavalry had counter-marched back to Dresden leaving the Allies probing thin air. 
 
The Russian Army of the East under General Wittgenstein (Allan Wright) recovered quickly and over the 
next several days pushed troops against the fortifications at Dresden and Koenigstein.  The fortresses were 
lightly defended and both capitulated on 12 August 1813.   
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The Battle of Spremberg – 13 August 
As the southern wing of the Russian army was occupying Koenigstein and Dresden the northern wing was 
falling back to reestablish contact with General Symkovich’s center wing.  They occupied positions along 
the east bank of the Spree River at Spremberg.  The French wing under General Rousse pursued and a 
decisive battle resulted.   
 
The Russian Army of the North had drawn up in a strong defensive position behind the river at Spremberg. 
The Russian Guard wing was poised a few miles away to the south ready to come to its aid. General 
Rousse’s French wing rushed headlong into the trap.  The Allies had set up a formidable defense but 
immediately had to switch over to the offense and that put the river in their way.  The Russian Guard wing 
arrived and occupied the French attention keeping them from seriously opposing the Russian Army of the 
North’s river crossings.  
 
The French realized almost immediately the desperate position they were in and devised a plan to extricate 
themselves.  Sending their strongest cavalry corps south to oppose the Russian Guard they turned the rest 
of the army northeast and drove straight into the Russian line at its weakest point.  After almost a full day 
of hard fighting they were able to cut through and escape with at least part of their army.  
 
For the first time in the war the Allies were able to effectively coordinate the actions of two of their wings.  
The result was a major victory; a very important allied victory for several reasons.  After a string of defeats 
this was their first victory.  It was also a victory born of  solid execution by the Russians at both the 
strategic and tactical levels. 
 

Encounter near Chemnitz  
General Mesquita’s wing of the Austrian army marched east from Chemnitz to effect a link with the 
Russians but within 2 hours ran full into the wings of General Oullette and Marshal Kane who were 
marching west after The Battle of Friedburg.  The French were moving west to establish communications 
and supply lines with Leipzig now that Dresden had fallen.  The French failed to provide an adequate 
cavalry reconnaissance and the Austrians had better intelligence as the two forces approached one another.   
 
The Austrians decided that they did not want to fight at this time, under these circumstances and made 
preparations to move south.  The French decided that their primary objective for the day was to slide to the 
north and reestablish their supply line with Leipzig.  In this way battle was avoided and the Austrians made 
good their escape.  The French cavalry came up quickly and shadowed the Austrians as they moved to the 
south.  Austrian light troops provided a rear guard and kept the French cavalry from harrying the Austrian 
main body.  Five miles short of Marienberg the Austrians turned their rear guard and stopped the French 
cavalry pursuit. Inexplicably on the next day the Austrians abandoned their rearguard position just as the 
French cavalry attacked and the Austrian light troops were overrun.  The situation was quickly retrieved for 
the Austrians as additional troops moved onto the scene and assumed a rearguard role. 
 

French Politics Impact the War 
An attempted coup in Paris required Napoleon to depart the campaign area.  A mysterious hunting accident 
involving the 4th Wing commander eliminated another French commander from the scene.  These 
circumstances required a reorganization of the French forces in Saxony.  General Rousse was promoted to 
Field Marshal and given overall command of The Army of the Elster. The Army of the Elster includes the 
2nd and 4th Wings.  The Young Guard and Guard Cavalry Corps are at this time assigned to the Army of the 
Elbe commanded by Marshal Oullette. The Army of the Elbe is comprised of 1st, 3rd, 5th and Guard Wings. 
 
The Battle of Sayda – 16 August 
The Austrian army consolidated around Marienberg and was subsequently ordered to march to Dresden and 
marry up with the Russian southern wing.  The column stretched out in a long line running from 
Marienberg to the northeast beyond the town of Sayda.  The French 1st and 3rd wings followed the 
Austrians along their route of march.  The Austrian CinC decided to turn the tables and returned to Sayda 
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to form line of battle at the location of his rear guard corps.  Two of the most hard-fought battles of the 
campaign ensued. 
 
The battle of Sayda commenced with the Austrian army spread out along a ten mile front.  The French were 
drawn up in a much more compact formation with only a 3 or 4 mile frontage.   The French council of war 
determined that it would take several hours for the most distant Austrian divisions to reach the action.  
Consequently, they decided to attack the Austrian right wing then turn and oppose the more distant 
Austrian wing.  The French 7th Corps led the attack and pressed the Austrian line back half a mile.  The 
vaunted  Polish 8th Corps  formed up in successive deep columns to deliver the attack calculated to break 
the Austrian right wing in two.  The first wave of Poles to press forward were thrown into disorder as they 
approached the solid Austrian line and were soundly routed with disastrous results.  The Austrian repulse of 
the mid-morning attack created a chain reaction that ended with the entire Polish corps in headlong retreat.  
This along with other losses changed the French goal from one of aggression to one of survival.  By early 
afternoon the French forces were falling back across the field and shortening their lines everywhere.  The 
undamaged French IX corps under General Murphy kept themselves interposed between the advancing 
Austrians and their shattered compatriots allowing the army to fall back almost five miles relatively 
unmolested.  The French Army ended their retreat in a very strong bridgehead position along the Sticht 
river as night fell on the 16th of August. 
 
The Battle of the Sticht River Bridge – 17 August 
As dawn broke on the 17th of August the Austrian Army was arrayed in a three mile long semi -circle 
opposite the French bridgehead.  Austrian 2nd Armeekorps led the attack on the French right and broke 
through where the French line rested on the river.  Several French IX Corps artillery batteries rushed to the 
riverbank across the river and directed a withering fire into the flank of the successful Austrians.  Over the 
next two hours Austrian attacks continued against both French flanks but the French line was amply 
supported by artillery and as quickly as the Austrians were able to effect holes in the line the French were 
able to plug them with troops from their reserve.  By 2 PM in the afternoon the Austrian commanders had 
all reported to Prince Schwartzenberg that their divisions were spent and no longer able to continue the 
attack.  
Both armies settled into their lines less than a mile apart and remained there through the night of the 17th 
and all day on the 18th. 
 

The Battle of Klein Kopf Hill – 16 and 17 August 
Fearing the Austrians would marry up with the Russian army near Dresden, an ad hoc French army of 
66,000 built around the Young Guard under Marshal Descoteau raced eastward from Chemnitz.  Their 
intentions were to interpose themselves between the Austrians and Dresden, then to curl around into their 
rear and crush the Austrians against Marshal Kane’s and Marshal Oullette’s advancing columns. 
 
But, before they could maneuver into the Austrians’ rear they ran into the 52,000 strong Russian Army of 
the East under General Wittgenstein (Allan Wright)  that had advanced west from Dresden.  As the French 
crossed the Bobritz River they became aware of the Russians about 6 miles to the east.  The Russians 
quickly established a defensive line resting their right on a dense forest and their left against a river making 
best possible use of a small hill and low ridge in between. 
 
The French advanced to artillery range with the time remaining before dark on the 16th.  At first light on the 
17th they attacked.  Their plan was to attack on the right and pin the Russian forces on the left.  The Young 
Guard attacked repeatedly making effective use of their numerous artillery to wear the Russians down.  The 
most fierce fighting took place on a low hill called Klein Kopf near a bend in the river.  
 
The French infantry pushed forward creating a temporary salient in the Russian lines. Russian regiments 
vigorously counterattacked and reestablished the line surrounding the Fifth Voltigeurs of the Young Guard 
in the process.  After a brief but fierce fight the Voltigeurs were captured.  
 
Next the French were able to break through the Russian center with an isolated cavalry thrust.  Suddenly a 
French cavalry division was sitting threateningly behind the Russian lines.  For three hours the French 
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cavalry repelled successive Russian attacks.  Eventually the French cavalry eluded their pursuers and 
crashed into the rear of the Russian grand battery knocking out several batteries in the center of the line.   
 
Constant pressure by the Young Guard eventually could not be countered by the Russian forces and a 
general rout ensued two hours before nightfall.  The Russians lost 26,000 men and 54 guns.  The French 
suffered 8,500 casualties and lost 12 guns. 
 
The Battle of Torgau – 17 August 
Marshal Rousse’s  Army of the Elster had been badly mauled at the Battle of Spremberg and was tumbling 
back toward the fortress of Torgau.  The Russians had moved quickly west from Spremberg by a more 
southerly route than the retreating French and were moving in on Torgau almost as quicky as Marshal 
Rousse. As the Russian column approached Torgau General Symko’s Russian Guard wing raced on toward 
Torgau while Prince Bernadotte’s Army of the North veered to the north in an attempt to intercept the 
French column falling back from Spremberg.  Marshal Rousse foresaw the potential danger and dispatched 
the French 2nd Cavalry Corps to meet it.  Desperate charges over a two hour period spelled the end of the 
2nd Cavalry Corps but bought enough time to let the French IV Corps pass.  But they were unable to get far.  
Just east of  Torgau Prince Bernadotte’s Russian Army of the North caught up with Marshal Rousse’s IV 
Corps.  However, France’s VI corps was able to occupy Torgau’s defenses just ahead of General Symko’s 
Guard Wing.  VI Corp’s last minute arrival and consequent inability to properly occupy the works placed 
the French army at an initial disadvantage.  One they were never able to overcome. 
 
Torgau is a fortress city on the Elbe River.  The five city sections are all protected by field works.  There is 
a small but potent fort facing east and as the battle starts French VI corps controls the defenses facing north 
and east. VI Corps was slow to occupy the works facing south.   
 
The Russians started the battle when General Zanni hurled a dense column of grenadiers at the imperfectly 
defended French field works facing south.  A great opportunity to quickly grab the important river crossing 
from the French failed as unit after unit of Russian shock troops were either shot apart or defeated in hand 
to hand combat.  Next the Russians rolled up a grand battery to pummel those same field works but this 
effort too was in vain as the French gunners enjoying the benefits of the field works were able to give much 
better than they took. 
 
Late in the morning the French XI Corps arrived to bolster the French defense.  The were brought up to the 
front and ordered to extend the line to the left.  The action now flared up in that area as it died down along 
the French field works.  Later X Corps als o arrived and filed in behind them creating a large bridgehead 
along the river to the north facing east. The French IV Cavalry Corps also passes through Torgau and takes 
up a position at the extreme north end of the French line.  Almost immediately they are engaged by the 
Russian 1st Cavalry Corps and the two groups of horsemen grind themselves into practical non-existence.   
 
Slowly the Russians tighten the noose on the French bridgehead.  In mid -afternoon the key to the French 
defense is grabbed by the Russians.  The Russian corps under the command of General Hammond captured 
the only high ground along the river and the French are unable to drive them off.  As the French shorten 
their lines Prince Bernadotte moves the Swedes into position to attack.  The resultant attack is wildly 
successful and the French presence on the east bank of the Elbe is reduced to those troops defending the 
defensive works of the fortress proper. 
 
The Russians now show patience and concentrate their efforts building pontoon bridges both north and 
south of the city.  The French decide they have absorbed as much damage as they can stand and faced with 
the prospect of being out-flanked abandon all west bank defenses.  Under cover of darkness they move off 
to the west toward Mokrehna. 
 
The allies have captured Torgau.  With it they captured a large cache of arms and materiel.   
 

Prussia Rejoins the Allies. 
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With French fortunes waning and Allied armies in position to threaten Berlin His Royal Highness the King 
of Prussia decided to realign his country with the Allied cause.   
 
General Consolidation 
 
After taking a day to reorganize, the Russian Army of the North reinforced with the Russian Guard wing, 
pursued their French adversaries to Eilenburg on the Chemnitz River.  
 
Suddenly the Russian main body turned and moved back east toward Torgau.  But, as soon as they passed 
through a forest and out of view of the French they turned south avoiding all major roads and moved 
clandestinely toward the Leipzig Dresden road disappearing from French view for two and a half days. 
 
Not realizing that the Russians were moving their center of gravity south, the French started to draw their 
forces back to consolidate near Leipzig.  This took the pressure off of the Austrians and allowed them to 
march initially unobserved northward toward the center of operations.  With two cavalry corps beating the 
bushes south of Leipzig the French finally regained sight of the main Austrian army at the town of Leisnig.   
 
Nearly fully consolidated north and east of Leipzig, the French began looking for their best possible target.  
Suspecting that the Russians and Prussians were divided into two separate and separated smaller armies the 
French decided to go after the consolidated Austrians that they believed posed the greater threat. 
 
The Allies initially did not gain a true understanding of the French consolidation near Leipzig. A large 
dedicated French rearguard allowed the Young Guard to fall back unmolested to Leipzig.  They also caused 
a degree of confusion for a couple of days.  Ultimately the rearguard was captured by the allies when they 
allowed themselves to become isolated. 
 
As the French army started to march back through Leipzig on their way to confront the Austrians they 
encountered Russian cavalry along the road to Dresden just a few miles southeast of the fortress.  Suddenly 
the Russians replaced the Austrian army as the main object of French concern. 
 
The Battle of The Kolmberg – 23 August 
 
On 23 August the combined allied armies slowly came together opposite the French army a few miles east 
of Leipzig.  The armies involved were extensive. 
 
As Russian cavalry crested the hills of the Kolmburg they took in a vista covered by practically the entire 
French army spread from north to south.  The Allies could counter with 3 infantry corps immediately, 3 
within two hours and the rest of their field armies within two days.   
 
Undaunted by the martial spectacle before them, the Russians deployed for battle.  Prince Bernadotte 
established a defensive line on the right anchored by the Kolmburg.  General Symkovich deployed to the 
south forming the army’s left flank. Symkovich’s Russians quickly formed for an attack and hit the center 
of Marshal Oullette’s line while another division moved to turn the French marshal’s southern flank.  But, 
the attack in the center was repulsed with heavy casualties.  After a few spoiling attacks General 
Symkovich was able to reestablish the original Russian line of battle. 
 
On General Symkovich’s right flank to the north Prince Bernadotte was being very hard pressed.  Elements 
of Napoleon’s Young Guard swarmed up the Kolmburg supported by the Bavarian corps.  Before long the 
only thing that stood before the Bavarians and the Russian rear area was a small unit of Cossacks.  An 
Allied council of war decided that discretion was the better part of valor in this case and in the mid -
morning began a retrograde movement calculated to pull their front line back closer to their reinforcements.  
By noon the Russians were encouraged by the sight of the Austrian army moving up from the town of 
Grimma.  
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The Austrians were not completely unfettered.  The French 3rd cavalry corps had shadowed the Austrians 
for their entire march from Leisnig north.  When the Austrians tried to force a river crossing just west of 
Grimma the French cavalry struck, rolling up an Austrian division, driving several regiments into disorder.  
This gave Marshal Rousse time to bring forward elements of his X corps to assist in the opposition to the 
Austrian river crossing.  In spite of Marshal Rousse’s best efforts, within several hours the Austrians were 
able to secure the beachhead and construct several temporary bridges.  Nevertheless the effort of getting the 
Austrian formations across the river was a very slow process. 
 
Meanwhile the Russian retrograde movement had covered as much as five miles before they unlimbered 
their artillery and establish a defensive line.  The position chosen rested its right on a large forest but the 
left was up in the air. They also had the limiting factor of a river to their rear four miles back. Prince 
Bernadotte was on the right and General Symkovich was again on the left. 
 
The Russian fall back was conducted in the face of a stronger and very active French foe.  With the Russian 
mind-set focused on reestablishing some security the French were allowed to advance with impunity.  They 
repeatedly bombarded one or another exposed section of the Allied line or ordered their cavalry to take 
advantage of the occasional lone regiment that could not get to a strong defensive position.  This gradual 
wearing down of the Russian combat capability worried the Allied high command. 
 
The Allied high command met to discuss their options.  Those exercising the voice of caution pointed out 
that the French had two corps in and around the woods to the right flank, the Russians were suffering a 
compromised left flank opposed by several French corps and not a single regiment or battery in reserve.  
They recommend falling back behind the emerging Austrian army or having the entire combined force 
including the Austrians fall back behind the river.  The opposing argument was that to continue the retreat 
was to allow the French to continue doing what they had been i.e. picking away at them with little or no 
repercussions.  Ultimately the Allies decided that the Russians must act aggressively and with urgency.  
 
At 11 AM on the 24th the Russians conducted a desperate attack.  All across the Russian line every 
available infantry brigade attacked.  The urgency of the attack meant that there had been no preparation.  
Not a single attack was supported by artillery fire, no artillery was limbered and ready to support a 
breakthrough and the Russians had neglected to hold infantry or cavalry in reserve ready to exploit or react.  
In a single hour the equivalent of 3 Russian divisions were destroyed and for all practical purposes so too 
was the Russian army as an offensive weapon.  One French regiment routed but, other than that very little 
damage was inflicted on the French defenders. 
 
By noontime on the 24th the French army found itself in a very strong position.  They had overlapped both 
Russian flanks and were poised to drive into the Russian rear areas. However, the Allies recognized the 
danger and fell back all along the front.  Within two hours they have constructed a bubble shaped 
bridgehead with each of their flanks resting on the river to their rear.  Russians held most of the front with 
Austrians on the left and in reserve.  As the Allies fell back the French moved up to keep pressure on the 
entire line.  At the same time they evaluated the Allied defense and picked spots to assail with artillery fire.  
During the next two hours the French continue to punish the Allied line with artillery fire exacting a fearful 
toll.  The Allies during this time have moved the Austrian army to fully occupy the left flank of the army.  
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[Note: The green line traces the forward edge of the battle area for the Allied army at what has become 
known as the Battle of the Bubble, the blue line does the same for the French army.] 
 
A few hours before nightfall the Prussian Expeditionary Force arrived at Grimma and began a flanking 
march to the near and distant left (southern) flank.  The Russian 2nd Wing was directly behind them and 
moved to the north in a similar flanking effort to the right flank. 
 
In the last hours before nightfall the French pushed forward to flail the Allied bridgehead with short-range 
artillery fire.  But, in this exchange the Allies gave as good as they received.  In the final moments before 
darkness the French began a general retrograde back toward the Kolmberg ceding the field of battle to the 
Allies.  The Battle of the Kolmberg was an important Allied victory.  The Allies were able to bring their 
disparate armies onto a single field of battle thereby bringing their superior numbers to bear.  Furthermore 
they were able to arrive in a timely enough fashion to save the main Russian army presence from possible 
annihilation.  However, this all was accomplished at a cost.  Casualties were 16,000 for the French and 
35,000 for the Allies.  
 
As the battle of the Kolmberg was winding down the French deployed several divisions of infantry and 
cavalry against the Russian 3rd Cavalry Corps northeast of Leipzig.  The Russians gave ground and the 
French cavalry pursued vigorously.  After several hours the Russians crossed the river near Eilenberg and 
established a defensive position along the river west of Mokrehna.  The French established observation 
positions but did not attack. 
 
Once the Russian cavalry was pushed out of sight, the French dispatched the Eleventh Line Corps and 
heavy elements of the 5th Cavalry Corps to march to Wittenberg and commence operations against Berlin.  
Once at Wittenberg the French stopped to refit after their battle and long march.  However, Prussian agents 
observed their arrival.  This information was communicated to Marshal Blucher.  As Marshal Blucher 
packed his baggage into his carriage in preparation for one of his many leaves of absence he instructed his 
Corps commanders to take the actions necessary to protect Berlin.  In response 3rd Corps formed up on the 
road and headed north while 4th Corps remained with the main allied army. 
 
The Battle of Leipzig 
 
At the conclusion of the Battle of the Kolmberg the allies reorganized their lines to deploy their most battle 
worthy troops in the front lines. After a day of refitting and reorganizing the allies moved to pursue the 
retreating French.  By 1 PM on the 25th the allies’ front line deployed within 6 miles of Leipzig.   
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The stage was set for the most decisive battle of the war.  The Allies had successfully pushed the French 
army back to the point that it could no longer exchange space for time.  They had to fight to a decision.  
But, the war had been very costly in terms of Allied manpower.  The Allies were poised to attack but a 
successful attack requires more men than a defense. Did the Allies have enough men for the job? 
 
The French countered with a line the rested its right flank on the fortress of Leipzig to the west and its left 
flank on dense woods a few miles to the east of Leipzig.  Significant forces of light infantry from the 
Young Guard and cavalry were deployed in front of the main battle line. 
 

 
 

The Leipzig Fortress 
 
The Swedes were on the allied right flank in the north, the Austrians were in the center and the Prussians 
occupied the left flank in the south. The Russian army followed directly behind the Austrians and the 
Swedes. 
 
The Swedes had advanced to within less than a mile of the French front lines.  Emerg ing from a long march 
through very dense woods they deployed for battle. They were separated from their Austrian allies to the 
south by the large wooded, hilly terrain of the Kolmberg.  Although backed up by 3 Russian corps they 
nevertheless were in a dangerous position and moved to take advantage of the terrain offered on the 
Kolmberg.   
 
A division of French Young Guard immediately followed and for the next four hours engaged in a running 
firefight in and among the woods of the Kolmberg.  The Swedes persevered and drove the vaunted French 
sharpshooters away.  
 
By nightfall the two armies faced each other across a narrow no-man’s land.  The French line was bent 
back slightly in them middle at the point where the banks of the river became steep and the river impossible 
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to cross.  1,000 yards of dense woods stood along the west bank of the river.  The Allies assessed this 
location as the weakest point in the French defense and launched General Coppinger’s veteran Austrian 
wing directly at it.  Given the number of troops compressed into such a small front the French were able to 
replace their casualties from readily available reserves but as the Austrian attacks continued the French 
began to worry.  Before long they would have to dismantle part of their prepared defense to deal with the 
threat in the center.   
 
From the Allied point of view the attacks had been costly and the French line remained solid.  Worse still 
the Allies perceived the French slowly tooling their line to specifically deal with troops launched at the 
Allies chosen point of attack.  Additional guns were rushed into the line from the reserves and more and 
more skirmishers poured into the woods nearby. 
 
The Allies had an additional concern.  A strong body of  light infantry from Napoleon’s Young Guard were 
vigorously skirmishing the Allied right flank.  Some had reached the Kolmberg and were sniping at the 
flanks and rear of Swedish and Russian units holding the far right of the Allied line. 
 
The Allies realized that they did not sufficiently outnumber the French to continue to exchange casualties at 
the current ratio.  They needed to break through the French line somewhere.  Some Allied commanders 
advocated an attack across the entire front.  All agreed they could not break the French line by continuing 
local unsupported attacks on one small section but thought a general assault would not succeed and would 
likely wreck the entire Allied army. 
 
The chose to try and break the French line with a focused artillery bombardment of a section of the French 
line about a mile east of Leipzig.  Russian and Prussian guns were moved forward. Austrian infantry 
stepped out toward the French line to put themselves between the vulnerable limbered guns and any 
potential French threat to those guns.  But, they didn’t stop.  They kept going finally crossing bayonets with 
10,000 French infantry and artillerists.  The Austrians went in well ordered and broke into the French line 
at one point.  One regiment of the Austrian Emperor’s white coats held their position for two hours before 
being ejected by Napoleon’s Old Guard Grenadiers.  It was a very close fight with both sides killing about 
1,000 of the enemy. 
 
Sensing that the Allies were preparing a grand battery the French rushed their reserve artillery forward into 
the front lines to oppose it.  About a mile and a half east of Leipzig 3,000 Allied light horsemen saw 25 
French guns unlimbering and charged across no man’s land into the muzzles of the guns.  Not a gun was 
lost but the cavalry division was destroyed. 
 
The skirmisher action against the Allied right flank by the French Young Guard suddenly took on a much 
more menacing posture when three large regiments formed up on the Kolmberg and advanced against the 
rear of the Allied line.  This toe-hold in the Allied rear presented the French an opportunity to inflict 
horrific casualties through a front and rear attack.  Three corps of the French army moved forward against 
the endangered Allies and the Allied right flank began to crumble. 
 
From the village of Wachau atop a hill in the Allied rear area the three Allied leaders conferred.  The Czar, 
the Austrian Emperor and the Prussian King were all present.  Each of their military commanders advised 
that further attacks would be fruitless.  The Allies no longer had sufficient battle worthy troops to break 
through and exploit.  With victory no longer possible the three monarchs sent a courier to Napoleon 
requesting a truce. 
 
So, ended the Elbe campaign of 1813.  
 
The final tally: 
 
Allied Infantry Cavalry Guns 

Total Strength at Start 
  

323,000  
    

63,000  
     

1,086  
Replacements                     
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18,000  2,500  36  

Subtotal 
  

341,000  
    

65,500  
     

1,122  

Total Strength at End 
  

155,000  
    

44,000  
        

450  

Losses 
  

186,000  
    

21,500  
        

672  
    
    
French Infantry Cavalry Guns 

Total Strength at Start 
  

224,000  
    

45,000  
        

888  

Replacements  
    

20,000  
     

5,000  
          

48  

Subtotal 
  

244,000  
    

50,000  
        

936  

Total Strength at End 
  

135,000  
    

32,000  
        

550  

Losses 
  

109,000  
    

18,000  
        

386  
 
Note: soldier strengths rounded to nearest thousand 
 
 
 

Major Battle Results   French 
Title Date Result Strength 

The Battle of Luckenwalde 3 August 1813 Draw 
             

44,000 
The Battle of Todtenhavel 
Bridge/2nd Luckenwalde 5 August 1813 French Victory 

             
13,000 

The Battle of Treuenbrietzen 5 August 1813 
French Decisive 
Victory 

             
36,000 

Third Luckenwalde 6 August 1813 
French Decisive 
Victory 

             
82,000 

The Battle of Friedburg 9 August 1813 
French Decisive 
Victory 

             
92,000 

The Battle of Spremberg 13 August 1813 Allied Decisive Victory 
             

31,000 

The Battle of Sayda 16 August 1813 Allied Victory 
             

88,000 
The Battle of Sticht River 
Bridge 17 August 1813 Draw 

             
78,000 

The Battle of Klein Kopf Hill 
16 & 17 August 
1813 

French Decisive 
Victory 

             
66,000 

The Battle of Torgau 
17 &18 August 
1813 Allied Decisive Victory 

             
53,000 

The Encirclement at Oschatz 23 August 1813 Allied Decisive Victory 
      

13,500 
The Battle of the Kolmberg 23 August 1813 Allied Marginal Victory            
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178,000 

The Battle of Leipzig 
25 & 26 August 
1813 

French Marginal 
Victory 

           
155,000 

    
13 major battles    
5 Allied Victories    
6 French Victories    
2 Draws    

 


